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4.9.21 What are the details of the transition plan to transfer Washington Township students from 

Dover Area School District to Northern York County School District?  

What follows is Northern York’s revised and final transition plan for Washington Township students and families.  

Please note that the Board of Northern York will annually renew this plan, to assess its effectiveness and its cost, and 

reserves the right to make appropriate modifications for school years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024. 

1. All Washington Township students entering grades K – 9 at the beginning of the 2021-2022 school year will 
attend Northern York schools (exceptions: cyber charter, non-public school, and home school students and 
students in approved outside placements). 
 

2. Washington Township students entering grades 10 – 12 at the beginning of the 2021-2022 school year may 
apply to Dover as tuition students. Please note that the decision to accept or reject tuition students is 
entirely within the discretion of the Board of Dover.  If Dover accepts them, Northern York will pay to Dover 
the regular tuition rate for that student to attend Dover. 
 

3. For Washington Township households with multiple-school age children, if the eldest child is entering grades 
10 – 12 at the beginning of the 2021-2022 school year and is accepted by Dover as a tuition student, 
younger children in that household may also apply to attend Dover schools as tuition students until the 
eldest child graduates. If Dover accepts them as tuition students, Northern York will pay to Dover the regular 
tuition rate for those students to attend Dover. The decision to accept or reject Washington Township 
students as tuition students rests solely with Dover. 
 

(If the younger school-age child is also at the high school—entering grades 10 or 11—at the beginning 

of the 2021-2022 school year, and is accepted by Dover as a tuition student, he or she may stay and 

finish at Dover High School after the older child graduates.)  

 

Click HERE to visit the Washington Township Transition webpage. 

 

https://www.northernpolarbears.com/NYCSD
https://www.northernpolarbears.com/Page/14167


4. Transportation to and from school will not be provided by Northern York for students who are accepted by 
Dover to attend Dover schools as tuition students. Transportation for tuition students will be the 
responsibility of those students’ parents/guardians (exception: approved special education placements). 
 

5. All Washington Township students previously enrolled at York County School of Technology (YCST) that wish 
to matriculate through there may apply to YCST as tuition students. If YCST accepts them, Northern York will 
pay their tuition. The decision to accept or reject Washington Township students as tuition students at YCST 
rests solely with YCST. 
 

6. Once a Washington Township student transitions to Northern schools, that transition is final. After June 20, 
2024, Northern York will no longer pay Dover for tuition students from Washington Township. 

 

Why can’t my child, no matter what grade, complete his or her school career in Dover School District? 

We are sympathetic to those Washington Township families that did not ask for this change and 

would rather not leave Dover. We know it is not going to be an easy process for many of you. 

However, now that the Courts have spoken and a final decision is about to be rendered by the 

State Board of Education in accordance with the Court’s decision, we are excited to welcome 

Washington Township families and students into our community.  

Just as there is now a definitive beginning to the transition, it is even more important that there 

is a clear endpoint to it as well, so that we can put the process behind us and move forward with 

the full integration and assimilation of Washington Township families into the Northern school 

community.  

 

Will there be a plan to welcome Washington Township families? 

Yes, Northern will embrace and welcome all the Washington Township families into our school 

community. Schools will announce opportunities in the weeks ahead for students and families 

to visit the schools, get to know staff and students, and learn more about our curricular and 

extracurricular offerings. 

 

Will the Districts be filing with the courts for a one or more years’ delay in the transfer of students 

from Washington Township to Northern? 

No, we do not plan to request a delay in the implementation of the transfer. Instead, we are 

developing a transition plan that spans three years in its implementation.  That plan will be fine-

tuned in the weeks ahead. 

 

Who will provide transportation for children that transition to Northern in the fall? 

Northern will provide busing for Washington Township students that attend Northern schools 

next year. 



4.9.21 Who will provide transportation for children that stay in Dover in the fall? 

Transportation to and from school will not be provided by Northern York for students who are 

accepted by Dover to attend Dover schools as tuition students. Transportation for tuition 

students will be the responsibility of those students’ parents/guardians (exception: approved 

special education placements). 

 

When and how can I register my kindergarten student at Northern? 

Kindergarten registration is now open. Our registration process is online. Please visit our 

website (www.northernpolarbears.com) and under the Parents tab click on the 2021-22 

Kindergarten Registration link to access the form and instructions.  

On this page you can also register for our “Ready Freddy” virtual kindergarten prep sessions. For 

registration questions please contact our registrar Jen Cassel at jcassel@northernyork.com or 

717.432.8691 x1132.  

 

4.9.21 When and how can I register my 1st through 12th grade student at Northern? 

Registration is an online process. The registration window for Washington Township students 

will be April 12 to May 14. At that time, you will be asked to designate your intention for the 

fall.  

All Washington Township students must register with Northern School District this spring, no 

matter what their designation for the fall. Northern needs a record of all students from 

Washington Township for whom we are accountable to the state. This registration requirement 

includes those that may be staying as tuition students in Dover schools, those transitioning to 

Northern, non-public school students, cyber charter students, and home school students.  

To register online, once the window opens in April, please visit our website 

(www.northernpolarbears.com) and under the Parents tab click on the Washington Township 

Registration link to create an account and access our registration forms.  

For registration questions please contact our registrar Jen Cassel at jcassel@northernyork.com 

or 717.432.8691 x1132. 

 

2.26.21 When and how does a student select courses? 

For those attending Northern schools this fall, once you’ve registered in April, you will be 

contacted by the building counselor or principal to schedule an academic planning meeting to 

review student academic records, select courses, and create a schedule. This contact will likely 

occur in May.  

 

http://www.northernpolarbears.com/
mailto:jcassel@northernyork.com
http://www.northernpolarbears.com/
mailto:jcassel@northernyork.com


2.26.21 How will the addition of Washington Township students to Northern impact the following: 

School District Population 

The district can absorb all additional students that will join us from Washington Township with 

no concerns about building capacity. Northern schools have the physical capacity and resources 

right now to take in all additional students. Transitioning elementary students will be split 

between Wellsville and Northern Elementary Schools. The additional students at each grade 

level leave us within the range of our typical grade level population. 

Redistricting Elementary School Boundaries 

We do not expect to alter our existing elementary boundaries (i.e. redistrict) in order to 

accommodate the additional students from Washington Township. Northern and Wellsville 

Elementary Schools have the physical capacity in classrooms and shared spaces to handle the 

additional students. 

Current Wellsville and Northern Elementary Students 

Students currently enrolled at Wellsville or Northern will not be redistributed to another 

elementary school in order to make room for incoming Washington Township students. All 

Northern School District elementary students should expect to remain in their current buildings. 

Staffing 

Northern will continue to monitor elementary class sizes and will add teachers as it would 

normally when class size ranges are exceeded. The maximum class size range for grades K-2 is 

21-25 students. The maximum class size range for grades 3-5 is 25-30 students. 

Middle School Building Project 

Northern Middle School at its current size and configuration has the capacity to take in all 

prospective middle school students from Washington Township. The board and administration 

continue discussions on a future building project for Northern Middle School but have not yet 

committed to a timeline or scope for this project. 

 

2.26.21 Are there before and after care programs housed at our elementary schools? 

Yes, there are before and after school childcare program options for families to consider at all of 

our elementary schools at family cost. Currently, Dillsburg and South Mountain Elementary 

Schools have on-site before and after care programs.  

 

 

 

 



2.26.21 What options exist for Wellsville and Northern Elementary School families for before and 

after school care? 

There are several childcare facilities within our community that operate off of school district 

property. Students are transported to and from within attendance boundaries. These families 

are run at family cost.  

 

2.26.21 What are Northern’s graduation requirements? 

Graduation requirements at Northern High School require each student to pass a minimum of 

23.5 credits in grades 9 through 12. Students are required to schedule at least 6.33 credits per 

year, except for students who are not in the building for a full day because of college courses or 

the senior co-operative/internship education program.  

 

 

2.26.21  What are Northern’s Advanced Placement Course offerings? (More details HERE)  

High School students can take a variety of Advanced Placement (AP) courses. Below are the AP 
courses offered at Northern High School. Students are encouraged to take the AP exam, but 
taking the exam is not a requirement. Students should contact their school counselor for more 
information.  

  

English Math Science History World Language Arts 

English Language & 
Composition 

Calculus AB Biology United States 
History 

Spanish Language 
& Culture 

Art Studio 2-D 

English Literature & 
Composition 

Statistics Chemistry United States 
Government & 

Politics 

French Language & 
Culture 

Art Studio 3-D 

 
Calculus BC Physics  

   

 

Content Area  Graduation Credit Requirement  

English  4 credits  

social studies  3 credits – vo-tech students take 10th & 11th grade social studies at 
vo-tech  

math 3 credits - a fourth year is encouraged  

science  3 credits - a fourth year is encouraged  

additional core credit  1 credit - any core subject (math, science, social studies or English). 
Students who attend vo-tech for three years will not need this 
additional credit  

financial literacy course  Every student must take a financial literacy course. This can be 
personal finance or economics. 

physical education / health  1.25 credits (currently under review)  

electives  8.25 credits  

Total  23.5 credits  

https://www.northernpolarbears.com/Page/13900


 

2.26.21 What is Northern’s Gifted Program like? (More details HERE)  

Students who demonstrate outstanding intellectual and creative ability may be recommended 

by their teacher for a Gifted Multidisciplinary Evaluation.  This is a systematic process of testing, 

assessment, and other evaluations used by a team to develop a recommendation 

about whether or not a student is gifted or needs gifted education.  Any student who is 

determined to be in need of gifted support will be offered a Gifted Individual Education 

Program.  This program consists of enrichment activities designed to broaden students’ 

academic and creative skills.  

 

2.26.21 Can high school students drive to school? 

Yes, high school students with driver’s licenses are eligible to drive to school on a first-come, 

first-served basis. Each summer seniors are offered parking passes first and then juniors and 

underclassmen. 

 

2.26.21 What is Northern’s current instructional model during this pandemic year? 

Since the fall, all grades K-6 students have attended face-to-face five days a week. Grades 7-12 

have been on a two-day face-to-face cohort model since the fall. Half the students come to 

school Monday and Wednesday, the other half come to school Tuesday and Thursday, and 

Friday is a remote learning day. We are currently planning to bring all secondary students back 

four days a week for face-to-face instruction in the mid-March to early April time frame.  

 

Will Washington Township students be able to participate on Northern athletic teams?  

Yes, Washington Township students who attend Northern schools will be able to participate for 

Northern athletics and will be afforded the same opportunities as all other prospective Northern 

student athletes to try out for and participate on Northern athletic teams. Washington 

Township students who attend Dover will participate for Dover athletics.  

 

2.26.21 Will the additional students change Northern’s PIAA sports team classification? 

Classification changes (e.g. going from AAA to AAAA) are considered by the PIAA on a two-year 

cycle. This coming school year is an off year, so any additional students attending Northern will 

not change our classification status for the 2021-22 sports seasons. 

 

 

https://www.northernpolarbears.com/Page/149


2.26.21 Will Washington Township students be able to participate in co-curricular and extracurricular 

activities (e.g. band, musicals, and clubs)? 

Yes, Washington Township students, who attend Northern schools, may participate in all co- and 

extracurricular activities for which they would otherwise be eligible.  

 

2.26.21 Will there be a Washington Township resident represented on the school board? If so, when? 

Pursuant to an Order dated November 10, 2014 of President Judge Stephen Linebaugh, 

Washington Township, when transferred to the Northern York County School District, shall 

become part of Region 1.  Upon the effective date of the transfer, residents of Washington 

Township will be eligible to be elected or appointed to the Board of School Directors for Region 

1.  We encourage all eligible citizens to contact the York County Board of Elections as the 

questions of becoming a candidate for elective office are subject to the requirements and 

timelines set forth in the Pennsylvania Election Code. 

 

 
Click HERE to visit the Washington Township Transition webpage. 

 

https://www.northernpolarbears.com/Page/14167

